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Gala Annual Open House at Arnie's / Milepost 38!
***

Preparations continue for the Annual Open House on Saturday, June 20, 2015 at the "MU" Hobby Shops, Arnie's Model Trains / Milepost 38 Toy Trains located at
6452 Industry Way / 6462 Industry Way, respectively in Westminster, CA. 714-893-1015 or A.arniestrains@verizon.net. The event starts at 10:00 AM and will
continue to 6:00 PM.

We have been told that representatives from Athearn, Bachmann, BLMA, LGB, Piko and Soundtraxx among others will be there for most of the day. Operating
layouts of various sizes will be there starting with Custom Traxx demo layout with trolleys operating on live overhead wire and a subway train visible beneath the
city.

We had visited both stores in late March and talked with Greg Arnold, owner of both stores, about the hobby in general. He emphasized that he wanted his stores to
"...be fun..." and he usually ".. can not wait to get here...". "I want to make these places fun places, a happy kingdom", Greg told the Times. And Greg is normally out
on the floor talking to the customers. The stores will take your special orders, in most cases without down payment and as long as you pick up your item in a
reasonable time, we are sure that this privilege could be extended to major purchases. These shops believe in individual attention to customers.

By dropping by, you will be able to experience these new hobby shops. Arnie's maintains two or three "sales" tables in front of the stores on every but the hottest
days, thus creating a little of the swap meet / train show atmosphere at his own shop. See below right. We went down again on May 27th to discuss a replacement for
Floquil paint, a hobby staple now discontinued. We were given the straight scoop on Tru-Color Paint by Jerry Allen, shown below left, discussing that paint with
John McWhirter of the Southern California Traction Club. The paint is produced by TRU-COLOR PAINT LLC, P.O. Box 74524, Phoenix, AZ 85087-4524,
[www.trucolorpaint.com]. Jerry had actually used the paint so he had first hand knowledge of its properties.

Arnie's' Model Trains and Milepost 38 are NOT your father's hobby shops! They want to be yours. So you really want to get over there as soon as you can and
discuss your train needs with Greg, Kevin, Jerry or any of their associates.

One last item.......Greg mentioned to us that he is developing what will be a surprise sale of certain items at this Annual Open House. He would not tell us any
specifics but he said that you will have to be there to benefit!

BOTTOM LINE!!.......It has been a long time since it was fun to go into a Southern California Model Train Store. We intend to enjoy it as much as we can.

Boston Traction Layout !
***

by Jonathan Dandridge

Background:

My name is Jonathan Dandridge and I have been reading the Trolleyville Times for a few years now and always find it
informative. I saw the notice where the Times was requesting information about layouts and clubs, so I thought I would tell
the Times readers about a small layout that I am working on in a small apartment in Lewiston, Maine.

I have always had an interest in traction since a childhood spent in Boston and part of adulthood near Philadelphia, and
often thought about a traction layout. Such a layout only came into being when we moved to a home with a spare 10 x 10
foot basement room, too small for a "real" railroad but big enough for traction. Layout was started but then we relocated to
an apartment in Lewiston, Maine where the layout had to share space in a 12 x 12 "hobby room" which required some
downsizing and reconfiguration of the original layout sections. Unfortunately, that meant the Mattapan and Ashmont
sections had to be swapped, thus the New Haven Railroad (NHRR) enters the layout from the wrong side. Oh well.

Concept:

The layout comprises a somewhat freelanced version of Boston's Mattapan Ashmont line set in the late 1950's / early 1960's
before MTA became MBTA. The Boston streetcar system was operated by Boston Elevated Railway until August 29, 1947
when the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) acquired the entire property. The Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority took over on August 3, 1964. and the now well-known Circle T herald was born. The layout includes a portion of
the NHRR Milton Branch which allows some freight switching. To make things interesting, the trolley line has a single
tracked section that is shared with the NHRR; thus the local NHRR switcher has to dodge the trolleys (or vice-versa) as it
works the switching puzzle that is the Baker Chocolate Mill. See the somewhat crude drawing below:

The first test shell of the Philadelphia ex-Kansas City All-Electric PCC arrived at Bowser Manufacturin

 



Layout Description:

The layout starts at Mattapan Yard which is adapted from the real yard layout. Cars head past Valley Road where they enter
the shared single track section, cross the Neponset River and enter Milton station. A commercial area using building fronts
will be added behind the station which is in a cut next to the river, as is the prototype. The trolleys then pass the extensive
switching area for Baker Chocolate on the Boston side of the river which (like the prototype) is accessed via a switchback
and bridge. A brief stop at Butler St. follows, then we swing around through Cedar Grove Cemetery cross the river again
and into Ashmont Rapid Transit station via a short section of street running, unlike the prototype. I also took liberties here
as the original line looped through both sides of Ashmont which would have required grades up and down to cross the rapid
transit yard, so instead only one side of the station is modeled. Oddly enough the current line does this now. The entire
trolley portion runs off of overhead wire with both rails common which eliminates any issue with reversing loops. However
since the NHRR is 2 rail, the shared trackage had to be made switchable between two-rail and trolley mode. The layout is
operated using a Digitrax DCC Zephyr.

Status:

So far the Mattapan Yard is completed as well as most of the NHRR trackage. The trolley portion from Milton to Ashmont
still remains. Scenery has been started in Mattapan and Milton. Overhead wire progress has been slow, me being not the
most coordinated person in the world. Wire is #30 nickel silver suspended by poles made of 3/32" copper clad welding rod.
The yard is wired and extends almost to Valley Road, waiting on completion of some scenery items that will be hard to
access once the wire is in.

Equipment:

Currently the roster consists of one "All-Electric" PCC #3197 and one "Texas Ranger" double end PCC #3344. Both
represent car types that were the most common on the line from the 1950's until a few years ago when the line was refitted
with rebuilt "wartime" PCC's made surplus when the LRVs and Type 7's took over on the Green Line. Car 3197 is a kitbash
of an old Bowser metal cast body with a left hand door donated from a Bachmann shell, fitted with the Bowser 1999 drive.
Car 3344 is a kit that was sold by Custom Traxx which consisted of a Miniatures by Eric resin shell and a Bowser 1999
drive. I painted and lettered both cars using "rattle can" paint and Custom Traxx decals. In the future, I plan to add a Type 5
car for which I have acquired a Miniatures by Eric body shell. I would like to acquire another PCC, maybe a "picture
window" car although they did not run on the Mattapan line to my knowledge, but I like them. I would also like to build
some kind of work motor, perhaps a model of work car 3283 which lived at Reservoir Car House for many years and is now
at Seashore Trolley Museum.

Photograph 1 - My entire current fleet is shown below laying over in Mattapan Yard.



Photograph 2 - Box Motor/Line Car #3283 at Shoreline Trolley Museum in Connecticut, which I hope to model someday.

Photograph 3 - Passengers at Milton wait for a car to Ashmont while the NHRR local switcher gets ready to switch Baker Chocolate.

Conclusion:

One thing I hope that Trolleyville Times readers will draw from this, is that it is possible with traction to have an interesting layout even if one lives in an apartment.

San Pedro Trolley Shutdown Coming...
[...resumption of service is not certain....!]

***
The March 20, 2015 edition of the Pasadena Star-News told the Southern California residents that that San Pedro Trolley
would be shutting down in September 2015 for a minimum of eighteen months due to the need to realign Sampson Way.
This charming Waterfront Red Car line took years of planning, design and development including the expenditure of
$10,000,000 to become a reality when it opened 12 years ago on July 19, 2003.

The newspaper stated that "...just like the vast system of Red Cars that once crisscrossed Los Angeles, it may not survive...",
hence the need for this article. This line exists today because of a group of forward thinking Port Management that felt that
the Pacific Electric was a strategic part of the history of San Pedro but it is beginning to appear that since that group of
individuals is gone, the line is in danger. This is not the first shutdown of the line. The line was shutdown in 2013 for a track
realignment which moved the single passing siding to the South of 6th Street. But rumors as to the lines demise are mainly
caused by a lack of interest in the line by the current management. If was not THEIR idea so it is NOT important!

Also, the tracks that the line uses were until recently used for freight service. They have now been abandoned and
maintenance is now totally the responsibility of the Port, a factor that does not endear the line to current management.



The track will have to be relocated and run along side of the new Sampson Way. There are all sorts of estimates on what this
will cost and contained in the newspaper article are all the reasons to "get rid" of something that "someone" does not want.

Equipment at the line consists of two replica 500 series cars built exclusively for the line, numbered 500 and 501. The
Pacific Electric purchased the original 500-599 series of cars in three separate acquisitions, 1901/1902 (30); 1909 (20) and
1912(50). What is not generally known is that the Pacific Electric acquired five more cars almost identical to these 100 cars
in 1918 and 1921.

 
Car 500 approaching 22nd street (left); the interior of car 500 (right).

The two replica 500s were joined by a third car, that was originally a Pacific Electric car of the 950 class. This car, 1058,
was converted by Richard Fellows to run on rubber tires and was a feature around the Southern California area for many
years. The Port obtained the car and with the help of some trucks from Japan and some other parts, returned it to rail
operation.

Car 500 with Conductor, Jay, just finishing loading passengers.



Car 1058 heading north just south of the 6th street crossing.

So residents of Los Angeles need to get down there and take what may be their final chance to ride before this becomes
another "...Thing That Is Not Here Any more...". The line is expected to run until after the Lobster Festival in September
2015 and then shut down after that. The line currently operates from noon to 9:30PM on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays.
We recommend that you check their web site for those possible "last minute" schedule changes!!

Expo 2 Testing Starts in West Los Angeles!
***

The Los Angeles Expo Line (formerly the Santa Monica Air Line) opened from downtown Los Angeles as far west as
Expo/LaBrea in April 2012 and then to Culver City (Venice Boulevard) on June 2012.It was the fourth light rail line to be
opened in Los Angeles following the Blue Line (1990), Green Line (1995) and Gold Line (2003). Phase 2 of the Expo Line,
which gets its name from Exposition Boulevard that parallels the line for much of its operation, will carry the trains to Santa
Monica and is scheduled to open in 2016. An extension of the Gold line is in progress and a fourth light rail line, the
Crenshaw line, which will link the Expo Line and Green Line to Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) is currently under
construction.

Equipment currently on the Expo and Blue lines consists of 95 cars:

BUILDER YEARS CATEGORY FIRST CAR IN SERIES
LAST CAR IN

SERIES
NUMBER OF

CARS NOTES

NipponSharyo 1989-1990 P865 100 153 54
First Electric Railway

vehicles in Los Angeles since
1963 (PCCs)

NipponSharyo 1994-1995 P2020 154 168 15 Compatible with P865 but
somewhat compatible with

http://www.sanpedro.com/spcom/redcar.htm


P2000

Siemens 1996-1999 P2000* 200 (227)** 250 51 (24)

Siemens 1996-1999 P2000* 301 302 2
Had experimental

"driverless" equipment when
originally delivered, now

removed!

* Official Siemens model designation for these cars is SD460!
** Complete series is 200-250. Cars 200-226 assigned to Green Line!

On April 7, 2015, NipponSharyo P865 car 130 was the first car to run through the Culver City Station, cross the Venice
Boulevard bridge and venture west toward Santa Monica on the westbound track of the Exposition Line. It would go
through the Palms Station, run under the I-10 Freeway in Cheviot Hills and be recorded going as far as Overland Boulevard
(just east of the Westwood/Rancho Park Station) before returning to Bagley Ave. This was the first of many clearance
checks.

 
Car 130 just west of the Venice Boulevard Overcrossing westbound (left) 4-7-15, and approaching Bagley Ave. (right).

On May 7, its sister car 126 continued signal testing the line even further west on the westbound track, crossing Overland
Boulevard and passing through the Westwood Station, crossing Westwood Boulevard and traversing the Military Avenue
Crossing (just east of Expo/Sepulveda Station), which at this time was the end of the powered Overhead Catenary System
(OCS). This is the closest an electric railway vehicle has gotten to Santa Monica since the Pacific Electric quit in 1953. The
car reached that point about 12:30 PM, changed ends, crossed over to the eastbound track and ran back to Palms. Later in
the day, the car came back westbound on the eastbound track. At this point, the first lesson in familiarization of the line took
place. The powered portion of the OCS ended right after the Military Avenue crossing but the amount of powered track was
much longer on the westbound track than the eastbound track. They learned that lesson the hard way by driving the car too
far and shutting down the Overland substation. Once everyone figured out what had happened, the limit of operation was
determined and appropriate markers placed as shown in the next photo.



Although 90 minutes of testing time was lost, there is absolutely no reason for anyone to be critical here. This is why there
is an extensive testing period. Remember no one is familiar with the line. It has just been turned over to the transit agency
by the contractors. These are among the myriad of items that line supervision will have to know during malfunctions and
mishaps. Testing resumed and but al operations ceased at 4:30PM when the car was tied down at the Westwood Station.

Car 126 on westbound track west of Military Avenue crossing (left) 5-8-15; Car 126 on eastbound track west of Military crossing (right), 5-8-15.

Testing resumed on Friday at about 9:30AM with the first trip west to Military Avenue on the eastbound track from
Westwood station and then reversing direction west of Military Avenue and the first test run over the Military interlock
(facing crossover). They had made the first run the previous day on the Westwood Interlock (trailing crossover). Both of
these crossovers are located between Westwood Boulevard and Military Avenue and can be seen in the distance in the photo
below right.



Car 126 on eastbound track west of Military Avenue crossing (left); Car 126 on eastbound track west of Military crossing (right).

 
Car 126 on westbound track crossing Westwood Boulevard (left); Car 126 on westbound track in Cheviot Hills (right).

The final trip of the day from Military Avenue to Westwood was made at 4:00 PM and was done almost at normal operating
speed on the westbound track. We were amazed again at how quiet these trains are despite their being 25 years old.

Webmaster Remark: Because of the whining of some of the residents from the day this project was announced and the insistence of some of these same
people on having an eight foot sound wall, this is all I will get to see of the trains passing from my house on Exposition Boulevard:

Car 126 on westbound track at Veteran Avenue and Exposition Boulevard.

Testing continued while we attended the East Penn Meet. When I returned, on Tuesday morning at 9:00 A.M. I found
Siemens SD460 #302, better known here as P2000, west of Military Avenue on the eastbound track getting ready for the
days testing. Please note the glass in the upper half of the wall that is placed near all intersections to improve operator
visibility. I would not have minded that glass in the wall across the street from my house.



Car 302 West of Military Crossing, 5-19-15! Car 302 West of Military Crossing, 5-19-15!

Thursday, May 21st was the first time two cars were seen on the line in the same place doing testing. Car 126 was joined by
car 107, which is in one of the latest schemes, at the most western point just west of the Military Avenue crossing.

Cars 107 and 126 West of Military Avenue, 5-21-15! Car 107 approaching Military Avenue, 5-21-15!

22nd East Penn Meet - Philadelphia - May 15-16, 2015!

 
The 22nd East Penn Meet was held in Hall G of the Pennsylvania Convention Center in downtown Philadelphia on May 15-16, 2015. The Convention Center
Occupies the three entire City Blocks between Broad, 11th, Arch and Race Streets. This is a very nice facility surrounded by parking garages so with some
accommodation, it can be gotten used to. The Meet lodging was the Courtyard by Marriott which occupies an old building that used to be a City Hall Annex, which
is right across from the city's iconic City Hall. This building used absolutely no steel in its construction. It is pure masonry with walls in some places 22 feet thick!
There was a discussion once in the 1950s on tearing it down but it quickly ended when it was discovered that it would be incredibly costly to do that especially
considering that there are two subway lines and five trolley lines running underneath.

Model electric railway vehicles from 3/4" scale to N scale were seen in operation. There were lots of overhead wire operation, mostly in HO and O scales. The HO
scale operations now seemed to be dominated by the ubiquitous Bowser cars or cars with Bowser drives.



The East Penn Meet is always a superior show for those who like to see operating model subway cars, elevated trains, northeast corridor trains, streetcars and
interurbans. In the next photos there are fine examples of the fun that was had by all. The show opens on Friday morning with set-up beginning at 8:00AM with the
show officially opening at noon. By this time all of the layouts are up and running. Presentations begin at 7:00 A.M. and run until the show closes at 11:00 PM.
Again Saturday, there is a set-up time from 6:00AM for those who can't get there on Friday with the show opening at 8:00 AM. Clinics and presentations continue all
day long until 8:00 PM. the most dominating item in the show is Jimmy Sparkman's Fallon Street elevated with 3/4" scale Philadelphia cars being operated. These
cars include:

3/4" scale model of 1911 Pressed Steel Car Co car for Market Street
Subway Elevated - operated until 1960, scrapped 1961.

3/4"
3/4" scale model of 1960 Budd "Almond Joy" Car for Market Frankford

Subway Elevated - operated until 2003, now in museum!

This photo combination, although fun to watch operate, probably never occurred in real life since the couplers were totally incompatible.

There was an intensely detailed N-scale traction layout at the show.



The layout attendants were asked to submit information about N scale traction to the Trolleyville Times. We will be attempting to tell you more about N scale traction
in future issues, Although the show advertised dealers would be "breaking down" starting at 8:00 PM, in fact, most dealers were out of the hall by 6:00 PM. The
Convention Center is on North Broad Street just north of the iconic City Hall. The first things that visitors got to see when they arrived at the show was first the
reception table, then the show schedule and then a list (incomplete) of the departed members. We show only a few tables displaying anything recognizable by the
younger set. The Bay State Model Railroad Museum was running two HO scale Boeing MBTA SLRV under wire, powered by Bowser/Custom Traxx' dual motor
replacement drives. Volkmar Meier from France was at the next table with Bill Bolton of Australia showing a beautiful 3D created model of the Siemens S70
powered with two Halling power units. But there were contemporary LRV models scattered throughout the hall. Ed Skuchas had two O scale trams at his booth as
seen in the next photo:

Volkmar Meier demonstrated that new technology with an operating model of the Siemens S70 "Ultrashort" LRV as used on San Diego (65 cars) and Salt Lake City
(77 cars). Below left is one of the SD-70 shells produced by the 3D Printing method. Below right is a Leopold Halling model of an Innsbruck Bombardier Flexity
operating on Volkmar Meier's display track, while Bill Bolton, an Emember of the Southern California Traction Club, examines a shell produced by the same 3D
printing process. All of the models shown in this photo were made using 3D Printing. On Saturday afternoon, Volkmar gave a presentation on the progress on 3D
printing since the 21st Meet in 2013.



The pictures above and at right were provided by Volkmar
after he returned to Paris after the EPTC meet. Two cars
similar to what you see here will be provided to Custom
Traxx in the next few months for testing and application
of San Diego MTS decals to become representatives of
SDMTS 4000 series vehicles!

The Times learned that Volkmar will be providing Custom Traxx with one or two S70 models to be both tested and demonstrated on the Light Rail Vehicle (LRV)
display currently operated by the Southern California Traction Club (SCTC). It is hoped that the model will be available for viewing and running at the July 18-19,
2015 Pomona Great Train Show.

In addition to the Siemens S70 Ultrashort LRV, Volkmar was displaying HO scale samples of his Baldwin-Westinghouse Class B Steeplecab, Cincinnati & Lake Erie
Wood Box Motor, Lightweight Interurban Combine, and Osgood-Bradley Electromobile Streetcar. For more information, contact Volkmar at
volkmar.meier@wanadoo.fr.

We were also pleasantly surprised to find that Island Model Works (Joe Ogden) was producing a model of the 29 Double End Kawasaki Light Rail Vehicles used on
SEPTA's Media and Sharon Hill Lines since 1981. We had obtained models of various quality of the 112 Single Ended Kawasaki cars used on the five city subway-
surface routes 10-11-13-34 & 36 from another local vendor who we were told had made unfulfilled promises to produce the double end version. These kits are shown
in the next photo. We will be having them assembled and painted for a review in a future edition of the Trolleyville Times.

Island Model Works Single End SEPTA Kawasaki (Kit 8103, left) and Double End SEPTA Kawasaki (Kit 8104, right)

These are models of prototype cars that have now become legendary. Despite being called "dinosaurs" by one or two very unenlightened SEPTA officials when these
cars were introduced in the early 1980s, these 141 cars hold the distinction of being the only group of modern light rail vehicles with 30 years plus service and every
single vehicle still in service. Above left is the model of the City Division single-end vehicle and at right the Red Arrow Division Double ended vehicle. These cars
are also reputed to be the last cars designed in-house by a transit agency. They also had a intelligent competent supplier that understood that Philadelphia had some
unique conditions that could not be dismissed. Demonstrating the type of camaraderie and respect that model railroad vendors should show to one another, Joe
Ogden, asked George Huckaby of Custom Traxx to forward any items that Custom Traxx discovered with these two kits as soon as any issue was discovered. They
did find some items and made some recommendations during a very pleasant conversation, unlike some previous experiences. Both models should be painted and
operating at the next appearance of the Southern California Traction Club. Trolleyville wishes you Good Luck, Joe, with all your endeavors!

Prior to the show, the Bowser/Custom Traxx team usually has a meeting at Bowser in Montoursville over the Bowser HO scale trolley projects. The trolley project
actually started with one of those meetings just prior to the 18th East Penn Meet in 2007. During this meeting, progress on the third car, the SEPTA Bicentennial
Trolleys (ex-Kansas City Cars), was noted. The artwork for the cars is almost completed for the Bicentennial Paint schemes in all 13 colonies and the cars in 1954
PTC Green/Cream/Maroon, Toronto Red/Tan/Black, Kansas City Cream/Black/Silver, SEPTA "Gulf Oil" and both San Francisco Muni and SEPTA (ex-Toronto no
repaint) (See below left). It was also decided to proceed with plans to produce a fourth car, a ready-to-run version of the 1906 Brill Semi-Convertible based on New
Orleans car 453 (See below right). Both of these events were reported at the Custom Traxx/MTS Imports tables.

https://www.trolleyville.com/tv/times/june2015/images/54-Siemens%20S70%20Ultrashort%203D.pdf
https://www.trolleyville.com/tv/times/june2015/images/50-Baldwin-Westinghouse%20Class%20B%203D.pdf
https://www.trolleyville.com/tv/times/june2015/images/51-C&LE%20Wood%20Box%20Motor%203D.pdf
https://www.trolleyville.com/tv/times/june2015/images/52-Ltwt%20Interurban%20Combine%203D.pdf
https://www.trolleyville.com/tv/times/june2015/images/53-Osgood%20Bradley%20Electromobile%203D.pdf


By the way, if you live on the East Coast and a visit to Arnie's Trains / Milepost 38, discussed earlier in this issue, is a little out of your driving range, you have a fine
alternative. Visit English's Model Railroad Supply (EMRRS) in Montoursville, PA and talk to Richard Cox or Vern Trego 570-368-2516 or EMRRS@chilitech.net.
EMRRS is not your father's hobby shop either. We walk out of that shop with something(s) every time.

In all, the 22nd East Penn Meet was a great show for those who attended and attendance was in the neighborhood of past events. We do not want to take anything
from the members who took a lot of their time to put this show together. But now that the EPTC has moved their show to the venue of one of the major metropolitan
Convention Centers, we have some recommendations based on our extensive experience with the Great American Train Show (GATS), the Great Train Expo (GTE)
and the current Great Train Show (GTS) along with the World's Greatest Hobby on Tour (WGHoT) and have passed those suggestions to club officials.

Foothill Gold Line Progress!
[Expo 2 not the only transit action in Los Angeles!]

***
While testing goes on the Expo 2 line in West Los Angeles, thirty miles to the northeast, dedication ceremonies for the major maintenance facility for the Gold Line
Extension, called the Foothill Gold Line, were held on Saturday morning, May 23, 2015!

A little history on the Gold Line: This is a light rail line that originally built from Union Station in Los Angeles to Sierra Madre Station using largely the former right
of way of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe (ATSF) Railroad used until the 1990s. It opened in July 2003. Crybabies in South Pasadena force noise barriers to be
constructed between the Mission and Fillmore Station between April 2007 and July 2007. The same folks have stalled the Long Beach Freeway for years. There is no
Light Rail vehicle that we are aware of that makes any where near the level of noise than steam and diesel locomotives that used that right of way for decades since
1906.

The line used express limited stop service from February 2006 to December 2007. In November 2009, the EAstside extension was opened, extending the line south
and east from Union Station to Monterey Park. This was not the original plan. The Gold Line From Pasadena was originally planned to be part of the Blue Line.
However, a "knee jerk" reaction to a methane gas explosion in 1985 led Congressman Henry Waxman to 'ban' subway construction. The ban was not lifted until 2006
but the ability to link the Blue and Gold Lines when they initially opened was lost until the current plans for the Regional Connector are realized. The Gold Line
initially used the Siemens P2000 cars but now uses the entire fleet of the AnsaldoBreda P2550 cars.

The Foothill Gold Line Phase 2A project will add five stations and 11.5 miles to the northern end of the line at Sierra Madre Station. These stations are Arcadia,
Monrovia, Duarte, Irwindale and Azusa. This phase is expected to open in 2016. The Phase 2B project would add another 12.3 miles and six stations in Glendora,
San Dimas, La Verne, Pomona and Claremont. This is not yet funded and once funded will take five years to complete. Most of this will be built on an abandoned
ATSF Right-of-way!

Transit operations in the Los Angeles area are under the direction of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA).



This new facility, called the Foothill Gold Line Operations Campus, has been designed to support 84 Light Rail Vehicles. This will be larger than the Blue Line yard,
currently the largest on the system and will contain six miles of track. The main 132,000 square foot structure is equipped with solar panel that could provide 1/3 of
the power needs for the building. It will also have a storm water management system that will capture up to 112,000 gallons of rainwater. The facility is bounded by
East Evergreen Avenue on the North, East Duarte Road on the south, California Avenue to the west and Shamrock Avenue to the east in the city of Monrovia. It even
has a plaza at the intersection of Evergreen and California Avenues designed for those who like train watching.

A scale model of the entire facility complete with at least 37 Breda vehicles was on display at the ceremonies. A portion of that model is shown:

Today, peeking out of the car wash facility was car 1003, one of the new KinkiSharyo cars that will be slowly eventually replacing some or all of the older cars on
the system. 78 cars were ordered on April 30, 2012 and official Notice-To-Proceed was given in August 2012. The first car, 1001, arrived in October 2014. An
additional 97 cars were ordered in 2013, bringing the total to 175. The entire light rail system currently uses the following equipment:

BUILDER MODEL & YEAR SERIES
NUMBER OF

CARS LINE(S) IN OPERATION

NipponSharyo, Japan P865 - 1989-1990 100-153 54 Blue & Expo Lines
NipponSharyo, Japan P2020 - 1994-1995 154-168 15 Blue & Expo Lines

Siemens, Germany P2000 - 1996-1999
200-250 &
301, 302 53

Green Line - 200-226 & 243
Blue & Expo Lines 227-250, 301, 302

AnsaldoBreda, Italy P2550 - 2006-2011 701-750 50 Gold Line

KinkiSharyo, Osaka, Japan P3010 - 2014 to ? 1001-1175 All Lines All Lines

TOTAL     172  

Above left : KinkiSharyo Car 1003 at Wash Rack.
At right: George Huckaby and current LACMTA CEO Phillip

Washington discussing the activities of the day. Phillip took the reins of
the LACMTA on March 15, 2014.



Above left: KinkiSharyo Car 1003 showing front end and coupler.
Above right: Car 1003 truck with segmented track brake!

There are people talking about extending this line as far east as Ontario, California. We discussed that possibility after the ceremony with the major of that city. We
conclude this article with some photos taken inside the maintenance facility during the dedication ceremony

Above left: Dedication Ceremony Crowd with Breda cars 704 and 708 in the
background.

Above right: Master of Ceremonies, from CBS, mentioning all those who had
a part in this facility.
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